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When I need my two middle-schoolers 
to behave a certain way, I don’t tell them 
to do something if they’re already do-
ing it. As the leader of his misfit band 
of followers, Jesus wouldn’t have com-
manded them to love one another if 
they were already doing that, either. “I 
give you a new commandment,” he said 
famously, “to love one another.” As with 
Paul’s poetic insistence on the impor-
tance of love in First Corinthians, if one 
has to go on and on about the importance of ‘loving 
one another’, it probably means there isn’t much love 
going on.

For the past few months, four local Lutheran congre-
gations have been working with a narrative coun-
selor to experience ‘What We Talk About When We 
Talk About Love’ (stealing a title from one of my fa-
vorite authors, Raymond Carver). ‘EPIM,’ which stands 
for ‘Evanston Partners in Ministry,’ exists to bring our 
congregations closer together, to meet Jesus’ ‘love 
one another’ challenge head-on. Jarrod Gaither, a 
member of Grace’s church council, has been a vision-
ary leader in bringing these congregations to the 
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table to pray, discuss, share honest dif-
ferences, and to dream. 

As you might imagine, this work is not 
easy. Our congregations have different 
cultures, different worship identities, 
different leaders, different theologies 
and different politics—all of which have 
been nurtured for decades. While I was 
initially supportive, I was soon scared off 
by what I’ve learned in terms of cooper-
ative ministry over the past eight years: 

it’s a lot of extra work for me to communicate with, 
negotiate with, and facilitate activities with other 
pastors and lay leaders. More difficult still, I often-
times feel Grace’s values and theology get watered 
down for the sake of congregational cooperation.

However, as we’ve just experienced with the ‘Setting 
the Table’ Initiative, our Evanston congregations can 
be incredibly loving, respectful, and focused when it 
comes to tackling important issues of mutual inter-
est, such as the need to address youth homelessness. 
Our organizer noted more than once how lucky we 
are to have such a collegial and dynamic group of 

Continued on next page

 Lovers

Over the summer, the 2ignite Growth Team will be 
hosting meetings to design and implement a 9am 
service in Fellowship Hall, following the congrega-
tional vote of approval at the May Annual Meeting. 
They will be interviewing other churches with two 
services to understand logistics, worship diversity, 
demographic trends and overall impressions. The 
team will also put together a framework liturgy so we 
can test out worship ideas beginning in early Octo-
ber. 

We are looking for 25-30 people to join the 9am 
exploration team as we work on different worship 
styles with an eye to a public invitation in the spring 

of 2016. As was made clear at the Annual Meeting, 
this is a ‘lets try it’ endeavor. If the 9am service does 
not inspire or attract more people to the ministry, we 
may approach the congregation again with an idea 
for a different night of the week, or some other ini-
tiative we haven’t yet thought of. In September we’ll 
have our lively, regular worship in the Sanctuary at 
11am, with education hour and a shared coffee fel-
lowship in between services. 

If you are interested in joining the 9am service team, 
or in signing up to be one of the 25-30 9am worship 
attendees, please let Pastor Daniel, Tim Schannep, or 
Taína Rodriguez Encarnación know. 

Two Services are Coming to Grace This Fall
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Lovers, continued

parish communities in Evanston; collegiality and sharing resources 
is not the rule between most churches.

The narrative counselor has encouraged the EPIM congregations 
to get our honest feelings and differences out on the table. At the 
first session I took the risk of sharing mine. As I should have known, 
my concerns and frustrations were met with a lot of appreciation 
and understanding. I felt, for the first time, that this process could 
truly reap some remarkable rewards. I think there is an implicit un-
derstanding that we must first be truthful if we are to realize Jesus’ 
command to love one another. 

The narrative counseling goal is to identify the problem of cross-
congregational cooperation, to speak to that problem as if it is a 
character in our unfolding story, to know the problem intimately, 
and then find our way past (or through?) the problem by creating a 
shared narrative of bold mission, trust, hope, and love of the Gospel.

Please pray for the EPIM process as we continue to share difficult 
and challenging truths, and please speak with me or Jarrod to learn 
about how it is moving forward. We plan to finish up our sessions in 
mid-June and we’ll have more to report then.

The Peace and Joy of Christ, Pastor Daniel

CROP Hunger Walk – October 18, 2015
Mark your calendars!! This year’s CROP Hunger Walk will be held on 
October 18, once again hosted at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Jarrod 
Gaither is co-chair of this year’s walk, so the reminders and calls for 
support will be frequent and unrelenting this year! 

Our beneficiaries this year include the St. Paul’s Soup Kitchen, In-
terfaith Action of Evanston, Second Baptist Soup Kitchen, Soup at 
Six and Curt’s Café. 25% of all funds raised will be divided equally 
among these five groups. 

Keep October 18th open and plan on helping fight hunger in our 
community! 

Financial Summary for April 2015

Income
We received $23,710.86 to the general account, another $658 to the 
capital fund, $441 to men’s club (from pancake breakfast) and $330 
to the Courageous Giving fund  (formerly the Courage fund).

Liabilities
There is a balance of $493 held for Garden (plus $2,100 from Gar-
den2Table contributions) as the major liability for the general fund.  
There is the $1560 liability for front masonry held by the capital 
fund.

Expenses
$25,783 was paid out from the general account.  This includes a 
$250 student loan payment to PD (3 of 5 so far this year) and ELCA 
benevolence ($4,500 paid through April).

Account Income Expense Change

General ..................... $23,711 $25,783 -$2072

Capital ........................... $  658 $  1,979 -$1321

Courageous Giving ... $  330 $     350 -$     20

Bank Balances (actually in the bank on April 30)
General:   ...................................$  5,095.94
Capital:   .....................................$10,391.74
Courageous Giving:   .............$  3,687.10
Reserve:   ...................................$  1,628.27
Men’s Club:   .............................$  3,132.92

Bottom Line: 
We have been spending more than we’ve been taking in so far this 
year.  We’ve also been doing more, primarily with the exterior re-
pairs and improvements, but also in internal repairs.

 

Grace Garden Projects - 
Progress Being Made!
A garden work-day is 
planned for June 6. 

Front stone planters: After a 
yeoman’s job of removing the 
50 year old bushes (thank you 
Gaylord Otte and crew), the 
front stone planters have been 
repaired and replanted with 
grasses and low-growing plants

Raised beds garden: As part of a future Garden2Table project, 4 
new raised beds have been built, adding to the three that Daniel 
Laurence built last year. After they are filled with topsoil, Grace Gar-
deners (all are welcome) will plant vegetables and flowers. We hope 
to donate much of the food grown to the Chute food pantry. Flow-
ers grown will look lovely and, if possible, be used for altar flowers.

Compost bin: In keeping with the recycle/reuse/reduce/keep or-
ganic philosophy, one compost bin has been purchased. If it works, 
we may get more.

General clean up of property: the compost pile created on the 
southwest corner of the Grace property has not worked out as 
planned. The pile of evergreen bushes was chipped but the com-
post pile branches proved to be too much. Nels Johnson Tree Co. 
agreed to remove it for free, but could only take a small portion of it.  
The mud mixed in with leaves and branches would have destroyed 
their chipper blades.  So, we continue to look for a way to get rid of 
the pile.  All suggestions are welcome.

Holly O’Connor
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Hospitality Center 
Hospitality Center Collection on Sunday, June 21, 2015.   

Items can be placed in the cabinet in the coat room prior to June 21.

Hospitality Center Breakfast Needs: 
Juice - 5 half gallons

Hot Chocolate mix  - 2 cans  (not the kind that needs milk 
added)

Coffee –1 large container

Peanut butter -  1 large creamy,  1 large crunchy

Jam/Jelly - 2 large jars

Instant Oatmeal - 5 boxes of individual packages

Syrup - 6 bottles

Sugar - 1 Five-pound bag

Creamer  - 1 large container

Fruit

Soup Kitchen June 14:
Grace members are planning to prepare and serve 
a meal at the soup kitchen held at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Evanston on Sunday, June 14th, our first 
service date of 2015, continuing the work of the 
ELCA throughout the country begun on September 7, 2014, con-
tinuing to embody the slogan “God’s Work, Our Hands.” 

It doesn’t take much to do God’s Work at the St. Paul soup kitchen 
with Our Hands for a few hours on a few Sundays a year. I’m no chef 
at home, but I can slice cucumbers for a green salad, knowing that 
it may be one of the few fresh vegetables the soup kitchen guests 
eat this week. I’m no hospitality clerk, but I can ask, “White or wheat 
roll?” and see a smile in return, from a person grateful to actually 
have a choice in their food. I’m not always cheerful when I have to 
wash the coffee pot at work, but scrubbing pots and trays at the 
soup kitchen brings Grace folks together to chat and laugh. Tasks 
that seem menial, or even undesirable, at home or at work, are more 
gratifying at the soup kitchen, when Our Hands do God’s Work of 
showing love and justice for our neighbors. 

For every day that Grace volunteers at the St. Paul kitchen, we need 
ten people who can prepare a simple meal, serve the food to guests, 
and clean up the kitchen from 2:00-4:00 p.m. We also need ten peo-
ple to cook a pot of simple hamburger stew at home and have it 
brought to St. Paul’s. Finally, we need about $150 to purchase the 
fresh vegetables, bread, dessert, and milk that will accompany the 
stew main dish. With these small efforts, we can serve 80-100 local 
people who are truly hungry and in need of a healthy, filling meal. 

If you are interested in this act of service as a kitchen worker, at-
home cook, or financial donor, or if you need the recipe for the 
hamburger stew, email or talk to Jill Flaherty (Jill.Flaherty4@gmail.
com), Lynn Otte, Nancy Mathyer, or Rachel Stark-Inch.  Thanks to the 
Grace congregation and council for the continued support of this 
important local ministry. 

Mark your calendars for our future soup kitchen Sundays:   
August 16, October 18, and November 29, 2015.

Keyon Morris (6/2)

Danny Brown (6/2)

Jeanine Brownell (6/3)

Steve Albers (6/4)

Henry Brownell (6/4)

Joseph Mayne (6/8)

Alison Laurence (6/12)

Rools Jean (6/14)

Will Yarnall (6/18)

Elizabeth Mayne (6/21)

Sam Shoaf (6/21)

Thandi Steele (6/23)

Abigail Chavez (6/26)

Stephanie Kulke (6/29)

Malachi Cornelius (6/30)

Grace Book 
Group
Our next book 
group will meet 
on Sunday, June 
28, 3:00 - 5:00 at 
Nancy VanBrundt 
and Connie Wood’s home, 2425 
Central St, Unit 2D, Evanston 
60201, 847-869-2289.

We will be discussing Caleb’s 
Crossing by Geraldine Brooks.

Happy reading!

Grace members Connie Wood and Nancy Van Brundt were among 
the Meals at Home Volunteers for 2014-15 honored at the Volun-
teers Recognition Breakfast 2014 at Three Crowns Park on Novem-
ber 13, 2014.
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JUNE WORSHIP SCHEDULE

June 7, RIC Pride Sunday
Presiding ..................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching ........................................................... Tim Schannep
Assisting Minister....................................................Bob Carroll 
Music Director  ...................................................Mark Bowman
Lector ..............................................................Zora Tallon Ruen 
Cantor .................................................................Nate Johnson
Acolyte .................................................................. Joanie Daye
Ushers ....................... Sydell Reeves, Ann Stevens, Janet Wright
Coffee Hour .....................................Les Inch, Rachel Stark Inch
Altar Care .....................................Susan Graef, Nancy Schubert
Flowers .................................................................Ann Stevens

June 14
Presiding ..................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching ........................................................ Pastor Jen Rude
Assisting Minister.....................................   Youth Lead Worship
Music Director  ...................................................Mark Bowman
Lector .............................................................................. Youth
Cantor ................................................................ Jan Blackburn
Acolyte ............................................................... David Thacker
Ushers ....................... Sydell Reeves, Ann Stevens, Janet Wright
Coffee Hour ......................................Carolyn Utech, Dave Utech 
Altar Care ......................................Nancy Mathyer, Ann Stevens
Flowers .................................................................. Jill Flaherty

June 21, Outdoor Worship
Presiding ..................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Assisting Minister.................................................... Kim Brown
Music Director  ...................................................Mark Bowman
Lector .............................................................. Christine Collins 
Cantor ............................................................... Caitlin Sellnow
Acolyte ................................................................... Zinzi Steele
Ushers ............................. Nate Brown, Karla Daye, Jon Flaherty
Coffee Hour .....................(outdoor) Kaari Reierson, Ann Stevens
Altar Care ......................................Nancy Mathyer, Ann Stevens
Flowers .................................................................Ann Stevens

June 28
Presiding ..................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Assisting Minister.................................................Craig Gonder
Music Director  ...................................................Mark Bowman
Lector .......................................................................... Les Inch  
Cantor ............................................................. Stephanie Kulke
Acolyte ....................................................................Julia Shoaf
Ushers ............................. Nate Brown, Karla Daye, Jon Flaherty
Coffee Hour ...........................................The Mosco Flint Family
Altar Care ...................................Ginny Ayers, Jeanine Brownell
Flowers .............................................................. Jan Blackburn

New Chair Sponsorship
We’d like to respond to Y.O.U.’s gener-
ous gift of 24 new chairs by adding to it. 

Please consider sponsoring a new chair 
that will serve both their youth and our 
programming, as well as many other 
uses for outside community groups, 
Family Promise, visiting youth and ser-
vice trip groups, voting, etc. 

Each new chair is $64, and they come 
in packs of four.

If you can sponsor a chair or a set ($256), please let Marie know at 
churchoffice@graceevanston.org so she can keep track of the order. 

Also, please indicate ‘New Chairs’ on your check. 

Thanks for considering being a sponsor for one or more chairs 
downstairs.

Summer Worship 
Time Changes To 10:00am

June 7 - RIC Pride Sunday: Honoring Grace’s public commitment 
to be in ministry with persons of all gender and sexual orientations.  
Will feature Grace choir and soloists singing music from an original 
religious musical, HOME, and Tim Schannep preaching.

June 14: Generations Class youth and children will lead worship 
and music. Jen Rude preaching in dialogue with some youth.

June 21:  Outdoor worship on Grace lawn.  Bring chairs/blankets as 
we worship God and witness to our community.

Encourage attendance and bringing friends and guests to these 
special worship events.  

Mark
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Campus Ministry Sunday
Two student representatives from Lutheran Campus Ministry at 
Northwestern University (LCMNU) visited Grace on Sunday, May 
17th as part of the Campus Ministry Sunday program. The students, 
Melissa and Sarah, spoke with the First Followers class, fielding 
questions about their experiences in High School youth group and 
Campus ministry. Shortly after First Followers, Melissa and Sarah 
addressed the congregation, 
thanking them for their con-
tinued support both in vol-
unteer hours and generous 
contributions from the Cour-
age Fund. Then they joined 
the congregation for coffee 
hour, visiting with members 
(including NU alums Dave 
Kosnik and Dave Utech) and 
distributing information. 

LCMNU has been experiencing revitalization over the last year un-
der the guidance of Pastor Deanna Langle and the introduction of a 
new Board of Directors. Over a dozen NU students regularly worship 
at the Lutheran Center and that number continues to climb. At least 
twice a week students have the opportunity to worship - both at 
a Sunday morning, Pastor-led service and a Wednesday night, stu-
dent-led dinner worship. There have also been dozens of additional 
opportunities for fellowship and service, including serving meals at 
Hilda’s Place, attending team-building retreats at Lutherdale, game 
nights, Mardi Gras celebrations and many more.

This ministry is providing so much for our college aged sisters and 
brothers. If you’re interested in learning more, you can visit the min-
istry’s website at lcmnorthwestern.org or talking to Jarrod Gaither, 
who also serves on the Board of Directors. 

Grace’s Own Silver Medal Winner
Emma Lantry, one of Grace’s youth, was one of 10 members of Glen-
brook South’s girls’ basketball team who were honored for taking 
home a silver medal at the Special Olympics state basketball tour-
nament.  Mary Jaeger, a Glenbrook South special education teach-
er and coordinator for the Peer Mentor Program, said she felt the 
Dance of Champions was truly a special event, in part because of 
the mentors.

“These teenagers are so open minded,” Jaeger said.  “They’re so gen-
erous with their time, with their talent, with their soul and with their 
heart.  Their generosity and positive attitude is contagious.”

Generations trip to LOMC
Eight of our Generations students are heading to Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries Center this June for a week of fun and fellowship! For five 
days our young members will be hiking, swimming, playing games, 
learning, singing as well as – and this is terribly exciting - braving 
LOMC’s new zip line! 

Camping in a ministry setting has been a powerful, meaningful ex-
perience for many of our congregation members, and we’re very 
happy to be able to provide this opportunity to our youth. If you 
would like to support this effort, please designate offerings clearly 
as intended for “LOMC”, and learn more about the camp at lomc.org. 
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June Calendar
Every Sunday 10:00 Worship, followed by coffee hour 

June 6 .........................................Choir Rehearsal, 10-11:30am

June 7 ............ Change to 10am Worship Time (through August);             
                         Pride Sunday

June 13 .................... Sunday School Summit, 11:30am-1:30pm

June 14 ...............Youth Service; Worship Meeting after Service;
                  Soup Kitchen
June 21 ..................................... Outdoor Worship; Father’s Day
June 28 ............. Grace members march in Pride Parade (noon);  
                            Book Group, 3 - 5pm 

Grace Lutheran Church of Evanston
1430 South Blvd.  
Evanston, IL 60202
Voice: 847.475.2211
Fax: 847.869.9442

Grace Church Council
Martha Fry, Council President  

Kim Brown, Taína Rodriguez Encarnación, Jarrod Gaither,  
Dorothy Nagelbach Find us at: 

GraceEvanston.org  •  facebook.com/graceevanston

Happy Father’s Day


